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their \vivcs and some even with children, who axe educated
at the Institute from the outset. Some get married during
their school period. In such, eases they arc given separate
rooms. Marriage to Russians is discouraged, because it
is hoped that they will go back to the North after their
studies are completed. Two cases of inter-marriage have
occurred, and (he couples were asked to live outside the
Institute. The general instruction is given in Russian, since
the native languages represented by the three hundred
students are so different that, some common language has
to be used. But, each race or tribe has also its own class
in their mother tongue. There they are taught the proper
use of their own language and encouraged to make it
richer and develop it with the help of the new alphabet.
The Institute fulfills a twofold purpose. Practical
scientific work, (ethnography and philology) and the educa-
tion of native cadres. One of the students of the Institute,
a Yukagir from the Kolyma, region, Tacki Oclulok, who
has meanwhile qualified for a, professorship, has written
several hooks, one of which is even published in English.
When I visited the summer cam]) of the Institute at
Luga, near the Estonian border, I had an opportunity to
get more closely acquainted with the students. In one
room I saw about thirty of them, boys and girls, round a
circle, two by two, and practising steps at the command of
a Russian teacher who stood in the centre and shouted
continuously, cone, two, three1, conc, two, three', 'one, two,
three1. They were learning the elements of the foxtrot.
Once they would be familiar with them, the dance-master
told me, they would proceed one step further and try it
with piano music. I could not sec the reason why it was
necessary for them to partake even of that blessing of our
civilization, when they had pretty dances of their own,
The dance-master, however, explained it. They live here
for four years, and of course they arc going out frequently*
We want them to get used to mixing freely with Europeans.
120

